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On  the  l6  rolls  of  this  microfilm  publication  are  reproduced 
records  relating  to  the  investigation  of  persons  suspected  of  having 
participated  in,  or  in  any  way  having  aided  in,  the  assassination  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln;  papers  collected  for  the  use  of  the  Military 
Commission  convened  to  try  those  implicated  in  the  plot;  and  the  record 
of  the  trial  (court-martial  case  file  MM  2251).  Most  of  the  records 
are  dated  between  April  15  and  July  3,  I865,  but  a few  documents  col- 
lected as  evidence  are  of  an  earlier  date  and  some  related  documents 
were  added  to  the  records  at  later  dates.  The  records  are  a part  of 
Record  Group  153,  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
(Army) . 

Some  testimony  and  information  relating  to  the  assassination  of 
President  Lincoln  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  Secretary  of  State 
William  H.  Seward  were  collected  by  various  officials  almost  immediately 
after  the  crimes  were  committed  on  the  night  of  April  l4,  1865.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  police  force  of  the  city  of  Washington,  Secre- 
tary of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton  called  upon  the  military  police  attached 
to  the  Provost  Marshal  General's  Bureau,  retainers  of  the  United  States 
Secret  Service,  corps  of  detectives  and  judge  advocates  attached  to  the 
Bui^au  of  Military  Justice,  Army  officers  and  privates  stationed  at 
various  points  in  Washington  and  surrounding  camps  and  fortifications, 
and  others  to  aid  in  the  capture  of  the  assassins  and  their  colleagues. 
[After  the  initial  shock  of  these  crimes  was  over  and  rewards  for  the 
capture  of  the  assassins  had  been  posted,  many  of  these  forces  were 
intent  upon  the  capture  of  the  fugitives.  The  Bureau  of  Military 
Justice,  however,  was  steadily  at  work  gathering  witnesses  and  accumu- 
lating testimony.  And,  on  April  22,  Bvt.  Col.  H.  L.  Burnett,  Judge 
Advocate  of  the  Northern  Department  with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Judge  Advocate  General  of  the  Army 
Joseph  Holt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice,  and  was  "specially 
assigned  for  duty  in  the  investigation  of  the  murder  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Colonel  Burnett  was  assigned  office  space  in  the  War  Department 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  Col.  H.  S.  Olcott,  Col.  H.  H.  Wells,  and 
one  or  two  others,  immediately  began  to  accumulate  all  available  in- 
fonnation  and  evidence. ^ On  May  1,  President  Andrew  Johnson  instructed 
the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  to  select  nine  Army  officers  who  were 
to  constitute  the  Military  Commission  to  try  the  accused.  He  also 


%ar  Department,  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  Special  Order  No.  180, 
April  22,  1865. 

O 

Olcott  was  relieved  from  these  duties  on  April  29,  1865;  Wells 
continued  on  this  assignment  until  about  May  IJ,  I865. 
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instnicted  the  Judge  Advocate  General  to  prefer  charges  against  them 
and  to  conduct  the  trial  with  the  aid  of  such  Assistant  or  Special 
Judge  Advocates  as  he  might  designate.  Accordingly  a Military  Commis- 
sion was  appointed, 3 and  when  it  met  on  May  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  announced  that  he  had  appointed  the  Hon.  John  A.  Bingham  and 
Bvt.  Col.  H.  L.  Burnett  as  Assistant  or  Special  Judge  Advocates.^ 


When  Colonel  Burnett  arrived  in  Washington  to  conduct  investiga- 
tions relating  to  Lincoln’s  assassination,  his  office  staff  set  up 
files  that  followed  the  noimial  recordkeeping  procedures  used  during 
this  period.  These  procedures  called  for  making  press  copies  of  letters 
and  telegrams  before  they  were  sent  out  of  the  office.  These  copies, 
in  turn,  were  usually  recopied  into  another  volume  (fair’  copies).  Gen- 
erally letters  received  were  entered  into  registers,  the  entries  and 
corresponding  letters  were  numbered,  and  the  letters  were  arranged  and 
filed  according  to  the  file-marks  assigned  to  the  entries  in  the  reg- 
ister. letters  received  but  forwarded  to  some  other  office  or  person, 
with  brief  instructions  or  comments  (endorsements)  on  the  back  of  them, 
were  recorded  in  an  endorsement  book. 


The  press  copies  of  letters  and  telegrams  sent  by  Burnett  and  his 
staff  were  bound  in  chronological  order  in  two  volumes,  one  for  letters 
and  the  other  for  telegrams.  All  the  letters  except  two  (addressed  to 
Postmaster  General  S.  J.  Bowen  and  Secretary  of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton  on 
April  29  and  May  16,  I865,  respectively)  were  recopied  into  a separate 
volume.  In  this  microfilm  publication  the  National  Archives  has  repro- 
duced the  fair  copies  of  the  letters  instead  of  the  press  copies  because 
the  legibility  of  many  of  the  latter  is  poor.  Following  the  fair  copiejl^^ 
however,  are  reproductions  of  the  press  copies  of  the  two  letters  that, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  were  not  recopied.  Press  copies  of  the 
telegrams  (for  which  there  are  no  known  fair  copies)  are  reproduced 
following  the  letters.  There  is  a name  index  preceding  letters  sent 
and  also  one  preceding  telegrams  sent. 


Colonel  Burnett’s  office  also  maintained  a register  in  which  most 
of  the  letters  received  were  recorded.  Each  entry  generally  gives  the 
name  of  the  vzriter,  the  date  of  the  letter,  and  a synopsis  of  the  con- 
tent of  the  letter.  Sometimes  there  are  additional  remarks  making 
reference  to  entries  in  the  endorsement  book  or  indicating  that  the 
letter  was  filed  or  was  referred  to  some  other  office  or  person.  The 
entries  were  numbered  1 to  751*  In  one  case,  however,  an  entry  number 
(kSQ)  was  omitted,  and  in  several  cases  entry  numbers  were  repeated. 


3war  Department,  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  Special  Orders  No.  211 


and  216,  dated  May  6 and  9^  1S65,  respectively. 


^Bingham  had  been  a Republican  Congressman  from  Ohio.  He  failed 
to  be  reelected  in  l86^  and  was  appointed  a judge  advocate  in  the  Array 
by  President  Lincoln.  Both  Bingham  and  Burnett  served  as  legal  counsels 
for  the  prosecution  during  the  trial  of  the  conspirators. 
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Where  the  numbers  are  repeated  and  different  Letters  bear  the  same 
file  designation,  the  National  Archives  has  added,  in  brackets,  "No.  1" 
and  "No.  2"  to  the  file  designation.  Sometimes  the  same  document  was 
entered  in  the  register  twice.  When  this  occurs  the  National  Archives 
has  placed,  in  brackets,  the  file  designation  under  which  the  document 
is  filed. 

\>nien  Colonel  Burnett  was  appointed  Assistant  or  Special  Judge 
Advocate  to  the  I^Iilitary  Commission,  he  set  up  a new  register  called 
the  Military  Commission's  "Record  Book"  or  "Evidence  Book."  This 
register  contains  synopses  of  statements  of  persons  and  other  papers 
collected  for  possible  use  as  evidence  in  the  trial.  An  entry  gener- 
ally gives  the  name  of  tlie  person  furnishing  the  statement,  a synopsis 
of  the  information,  the  date,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
statement  or  testimony  referred.  Many  of  the  entries  copied  in  this 
register  had  already  been  entered  in  the  register  of  letters  received 
by  Colonel  Burnett  described  in  the  paragraph  above.  In  these  cases 
the  National  Archives  has  placed,  in  brackets,  the  file  designation 
under  which  the  document  is  filed.  The  entries  in  the  register  are 
not  arranged  according  to  any  discernible  pattern.  Most  of  the  entries 
are  dated  within  the  2-week  period  following  the  assassination,  but 
many  are  undated.  A few  of  the  entries  are  for  documents  dated  well 
before  the  assassination,  such  as  a copy  of  a bill  adopted  by  the 
Confederate  Congress,  February  12,  l864,  and  an  application  for  a 
check  made  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  on  a bank  in  London  on  October  29,  l864. 

Not  all  documents  entered  in  the  two  registers  are  in  the  files. 
Entries  for  those  that  are  filed  in  any  of  the  series  registered  by 
Burnett  have  been  marked  by  the  National  Archives  with  an  asterisk. 
Entries  for  those  that  are  filed  among  other  series  of  records  in  the 
care  of  the  National  Archives  have  been  marked  by  a double  asterisk  and 
carry  in  brackets  the  file  designations  for  their  current  locations. 5 
There  are  name  indexes  at  the  beginning  of  the  registers,  but  because 
they  are  incomplete,  the  National  Archives  has  prepared  supplemental 
index  entries,  which  are  filmed  at  the  appropriate  places. 

The  endorsement  book  contains  a synopsis  of  each  letter  received, 
that  was  referred  to  another  office  or  person,  and  a copy  of  the 
referral  stateirsnt.  The  entries  are  arranged  roughly  chronologically 
by  date  of  endorsement  (April  22  to  July  4,  1865)  and  numbered.  Each 


^Four  of  the  documents  were  used  as  exhibits  in  the  trial  and  are 
reproduced,  along  with  other  exhibits,  on  Roll  I5  of  this  microfilm 
publication.  T\-70  are  filed  with  Turner- Baker  papers  (Levi  C.  Turner 
and  Lafayette  C.  Baker)  in  Record  Group  9^^  Records  of  The  A.djutant 
General's  Office.  Other  documents  are  with  papers  relating  to  the 
adjudication  of  claims  for  re•^^ra,rds  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
conspirators  that  are  filed  with  letters  received  by  The  Adjutant 
General's  Office.  The  file  citation  or  number  under  which  these  papers 
have  been  consolidated  is  "A  9^7  AGO  I866." 
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of  the  letters  received  should  have  been  entered  in  one  of  the  reg- 
isters but,  for  one  reason  or  another,  some  were  not.  If  the  letter 
is  in  the  files  but  was  not  entered  in  one  of  the  registers,  the 
National  Archives  has  marked  with  an  asterisk  the  appropriate  entry  in 
the  endorsement  book.  Since  there  was  no  index  to  the  endorsement 
book,  the  National  Archives  has  prepared  a name  index  to  it.  This 
index  is  reproduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  volume  on  Roll  1. 

The  letters  received  by  Colonel  Burnett,  reproduced  on  Rolls  2 
and  3 of  this  microfilm  publication,  are  arranged  numerically  according 
to  the  numbers  assigned  to  the  entries  in  the  register  of  letters  re- 
ceived. The  letters  and  other  papers  recorded,  in  the  Military  Commis- 
sion's "Record  Book"  that  were  not  entered  in  the  regular  register  of 
letters  received  are  reproduced  on  Rolls  4 to  6 of  this  microfilm 
publication.  They  are  arranged  by  page  number  and  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  registered.  Also  included  on  Roll  6 are  letters  that 
were  not  entered  in  either  of  the  registers  but  were  recorded  in  the 
endorsement  book.  These  letters  are  arranged  numerically. 

Some  documents  received  or  collected  were  not  entered  in  either 
of  the  registers  or  in  the  endorsement  book.  Among  them  are  a few 
dated  as  early  as  the  iS^O's  and  as  late  as  the  l88o's.  All  of  them 
relate  to  the  conspirators,  the  trial,  or  the  records.  Some  probably 
are  documents  collected  as  evidence  or  letters  received  at  the  time  of 
the  investigation  and  trial  that  should  have  been  entered  in /v^ne  or 
both  of  the  registers;  others  simply  were  filed  with  the  records  be- 
cause they  related  to  the  subject. 

The  National  Archives  has  arranged  these  unregistered  documents 
alphabetically  by  surname  of  addressee,  if  given.  These  are  folloi^ed 
by  letters  without  addresses,  statements  of  witnesses,  and  other  re- 
lated but  miscellaneous  documents.  The  National  Archives  has  placed 
the  unregistered  documents  in  folders  that  have  been  labeled  and  num- 
bered 1 to  128.  A name  index  to  the  documents  in  the  folders  has  been 
reproduced  just  ahead  of  the  documents  themselves. 

Following  the  records  of  investigation  and  evidence  is  the  record 
of  the  trial  (court-martial  case  file  MM  22^1),  consisting  of  pro- 
ceedings and  exhibits.  The  proceedings  are  arranged  chronologically 
except  that  the  defenses  of  Samuel  Arnold,  Edward  Spangler,  lewis  Payne 
and  Michael  O’Laughlin  and  the  address  of  David  E.  Herold  follow  the 
daily  proceedings.  The  pages  of  the  proceedings  from  May  9 to  June  19 
are  numbered  1 to  Through  error,  however,  a few  page  numbers 

were  omitted  and  some  were  repeated.  Defenses  of  George  A.  Atzerodt, 
Mary  E.  Surratt,  or  Samuel  A.  Mudd  are  not  filed  with  the  proceedings. 
There  is  a chronological  list  of  witnesses  at  the  beginning  of  the 
proceedings,  giving  their  names  and  the  dates  and  page  numbers  of  their 
testimony.  The  National  Archives  has  prepared  an  index  from  the  list, 
giving  the  page  number  (where  pages  are  numbered)  and  the  roll  number 
(in  parentheses)  upon  which  the  testimony  of  each  witness  is  repro- 
duced; this  index  follows  these  introductory  remarks. 
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A printed  copy  of  the  argument  of  John  A.  Bingham,  entitled 
Argument  of  John  A.  Bingheim,  Special  Judge  Advocate,  In  Reply  to  the 
Arguments  of  the  Several  Counsels . ] . , delivered  June  2'J  and  l86^>, 
before  the  Military  Commission,  Washington,  D.C.,  is  filed  with  the 
court-martial  case  in  lieu  of  a manuscript  copy.  It  and  some  exhibits 
introduced  at  the  trial  are  reproduced  on  Roll  15 . Many  exhibits  are 
missing,  but  a list  of  them  and  copies  of  some  precede  the  exhibits. 

Some  of  the  exhibits  that  are  missing  are  in  the  Lincoln  Museum.  A 
list  of  Lincoln  items  turned  over  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Lincoln 
Museum  on  February  5^  19^^  is  given  in  the  notes  reproduced  at  the 
beginning  of  Roll  15 . 


Reproduced  on  the  last  roll  of  this  microfilm  publication  are 
copies  of  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  a newspaper  published  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  which  a fairly  detailed  record  of  the  trial  is 
given.  The  newspapers  are  dated  May  l6  to  June  30  (with  gaps).  Be- 
cause the^  court  reporters  were  not  always  able  to  furnish  the  court 
immediately  with  an  official  copy  of  previous  proceedings,  and  because 
the  record  published  in  the  Intelligencer  was  made  from  the  notes  of 
these  reporters,  the  published  record  was  sometimes  used  by  the  court 
as  a general  guide  to  the  proceedings  of  the  previous  day.  A comparison 
of  the  proceedings  published  in  the  newspaper  with  the  official  pro- 
ceedings reveals  that  the  newspaper  accounts  are  not  always  worded  ex- 
actly as  the  official  proceedings;  sometimes  portions  are  omitted,  but 
sometimes  additional  infonnation  is  given. ° 

With  the  court-martial  case  file,  and  also  reproduced  on  the  last 
roll,  are  miscellaneous  related  records  such  as  copies  of  subpoenas  and 
^ lists  of  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  and  the  defense. 


^The  newspaper  accounts  also  help  to  fill  gaps  in  the  proceedings. 
The  defenses  of  George  A.  Atzerodt  and  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  for  example,  are 
missing  from  the  proceedings.  The  defense  of  Atzerodt,  however,  is 
published  in  the  June  22  issue  of  the  Intelligencer;  the  June  2k  issue 
gives  Ewing’s  argument  on  the  law  in  the  case  of  Mudd  but  not  the 
entire  defense. 
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INDEX  TO  WITNESSES 


(References  are  to  page  numbers,  if  any,  of  the  proceedings, 
followed  by  roll  numbers  in  parentheses.) 


Acton,  John,  3^1(13) 

Allen,  Dr.  Charles,  3566(13) 
Anderson,  Mary  J.,  7^9(9) 

Arnold,  Frank,  2876 (12) 

Arnold,  W.  S.,  2864(12) 

Auser,  Nathan,  --(l4) 

Baden,  John  H.,  3795(13) 

Barnes,  Surg.  Gen.  J.  K.,  1456 

and  1565(10);  4232(14) 

Barr,  John  H.,  3431(13) 

Bartley,  Lt.  Reuben,  1773(10) 
Bates,  Lewis  F.,  2666(12) 

Bean,  E.  D.  R.,  3274(12) 

Bell,  William  H.,  1377  and 
1483(10) 

Blanford,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  2654(11); 

3199(12);  3565  and  3765(13) 

Bloy ce , Charle  s , 3222 ( 12 ) 

Bloyce,  Eleanor,  1527(10) 

Bloy  ce , Frank,  1 567  ( 10 ) 

^Bloyce,  Julia  A.,  2503(H) 

^PBoigi,  Charles  A.,  3020(12) 

Booz,  George,  2405(H);  358o(l3) 
Bowman,  Dr.  William  J.,  2397(H) 
Boyle,  Rev.  Francis  E.,  1965(10) 
Branson,  Margaret,  3074(12) 
Brawner,  Alexander,  3791(13) 
Brenner,  A.,  26l0(ll) 

Briscoe,  Beckey,  1537(10) 

Briscoe,  Washington,  1185(9); 

2837(12) 

Brook,  Albin  J.,  2378(11) 

Browning,  V/.  B.,  743(9) 

Buckingham,  J.  E.,  593(8) 

Bull,  William,  1829(10) 

Bunker,  G.  W.,  71(8);  304l(l2) 
Burden^  Henry,  3866(13) 

Burke,  Col.  M.,  2564(11) 
/Burroughs,  Joseph  (Peanuts), 

• 695(9);  175^(10) 

Caldwell,  John,  l88l(lO) 

Calvert,  George  H.,  199l(lO); 

2085(11) 


Campbell,  Robert  Anson,  l63l(l0) 
Cantlin,  John,  --(l4) 

Carland  (Garland?),  I/^uis  J., 

3079(12) 

Carter,  H.  B.,  2570(H) 

Chamber lay ne,  L.  W.,  2124(11) 
Chester,  S.  K.,  212(8) 

Clark,  Heniy  A.,  3570(13) 

Clark,  Spencer  M.,  l4^(l0) 
Cleaver,  William  E.,  1732(10) 
Clendenin,  William,  1166(9) 

Cobb,  Sgt.  S.  T.,  772(9) 

Conger,  Ever ton  J.,  937(9) 

Conover,  Sanford,  l645  and 

1694(10);  -(14) 

Corbett,  Sgt.  Boston,  969(9) 
Cottingham,  George,  2000  and 

2061(10) 

Courtney,  John  C.,  2671(12) 

Coyle,  John  F.,  1047(9) 

Craig,  George,  3050(12) 

Crane,  William  L.,  3947(13) 

Dana,  Charles  A.,  1552(lO); 

3983(13) 

Dana,  Lt.  David  D.,  1585(10) 

Davis,  Dr.  C.  W.,  2938(12) 

Davis,  John  F.,  3505  and  3551(13) 
Davis,  Thomas,  2489^1);  34-96(13) 
Dawson,  Charles,  2138(11); 

3128(12) 

Deakins,  Polk,  3902(13) 

Debonay,  J.  L.,  2990(l2);  4l96(l4) 
Dempsey,  Lt.  John  W.,  1509(10); 

3192(12) 

Devenay,  John,  84(8) 

Doherty,  Capt.  E.  P.,  1724(10) 
Dooley,  F.  H.,  2933(12) 

Douglass,  H.  K.,  2764(12) 

Downing,  J.  H.,  2624(11) 

Duell,  Charles,  3422(13) 

Eye,  Sgt.  J.  M.,  576(8) 

Eyer,  Jeremiah,  2316  and  2388(H); 
2685(12) 
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Early,  Bernard  J.,  ^92(8); 

2013(10) 

Eastwood,  Daniel  S.,  4278 (l4) 
Eaton,  William,  1230(9); 

1333(10) 

Eckert,  Ma j . T.  T.,  l64(8); 

1555  and  178o(lO);  3953(13); 
4192(i4) 

Edmunds,  Capt.  Eli  D.  (U.S.N.), 
2486(11) 

Edmunds,  Geo.  F.,  2237(11) 

Edson,  Henry  G.,  401l(l3) 

Eglent,  Elzee,  1904(l0) 

Ifelent,  Sylvester,  1911(10) 

Evans,  Wm.  A.,  3315  and  334o(l3) 

Farrell,  Francis  R.,  3799(13) 
Farwell,  Leonard  J.,  3179(12) 
Ferguson,  James,  3429(13) 
Ferguson,  James  P.,  59^(8); 

2910(12) 

Finegas,  H.,  2129(ll) 

Fitzpatrick,  Honora,  1717  and 

1981(10);  3918(13) 

Fletcher,  John,  980(9) 

Ford,  H.  C.,  2942(12) 

Ford,  J.  R.,  2974(12) 

Ford,  John  T.,  2884(12);  3942(13) 
Frazier,  Edward,  3815(13) 

Fuller,  John  H.,  2057(10) 

Gardiner,  Benjamin  W.,  3492  and 

3970(13) 

Gardiner,  Marcellus,  2694(12) 
Gardiner,  Polk,  782(9) 

Gardiner,  Thomas  L.,  1066(9); 

2616(11) 

Gavacan,  Simon,  907 ( 9 ) 

Geramill,  Sgt.  L.  W.^  1057-^9) 
Gifford,  James  J.  James 

1343(10);  2999(12) 

Giles,  John  R.,  3285(12) 

Gobright,  L.  A.,  3998(13) 
Goenther,  John,  3022 ( 12 ) 

Grant,  John,  4029(l4) 

Grant,  Lucy  Ann,  4024(l4) 
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Hamilton,  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  J., 
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Horner,  Eaton  G.,  1245(9);  3577(13) 
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Jenkins,  J.  Z.,  278l(l2);  37l8(l3) 
Jenkins,  Mary,  2j6l{l2) 
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Jones,  S.  P.,  207(8) 
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Kallenbach,  Andrew,  3725(13); 
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Pope,  Matthev  J.,  3066(12) 
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Roby,  Dorley  B.,  3325(13) 

Roby,  Leonard  S.,  3262(12) 
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Rosch,  Charles  H.,  1325  and 
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Thomas,  Dr.  John  C.,  2167(H) 
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Wells,  Col.  H.  H.,  852(9); 

1521(10) 

Wermerskirch,  Capt,  W.  M., 
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